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Special to Tha New Tore Times

AN e Americal pwision’s mili-
tary region not surprising.
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“If somclhm" is not reported,:
then the Army takes the view
it did not happen,” Mr, Riden-
Shour said, “To tncm Mylai

never occured—until it was -
d’CpOl ted.” v

i, A typical attitude of some

CHULAL South Vietnam, Dispatch News Service, It w as?’car“‘ officers in the Americal

Sept, 19—"There are a lot ofitns Jetters that Mr. Ridenhour'
people in the Army who would| .04 year to the Army and

like to get you, Ron,” Maj. Wil- .

liam Gabella, information offi-{t0 Pcople in Céngress and in;
cer: for the Amencal D,vmon the exccutive branch that led to*
sald. an investigation of the massacre:

:Division was shown, in Chulsi,
by the Deputy Provost Marshel,.
%t¢f. Ravert Bramblay. In a
conversation with another cor-,
respondent who had  accom-,
paniad Mr. Ridenhour, the major:

His \uarnl:\q was for 24- year. in 1958 Of Vietnamese ClVJllanStsa[d {hat dlSClOS'Ju.) of th(\
“old Ronald Ridenhour, 2 Viet-|a site called Songmy and some-| Songmy Fillings sad been “bad.

" pam veteran: who returned in|times Mylai.
August as a correspondent for| The nen in the infantry unit| pout 3 Mr. Ride

accused of the Kkillings were!

Mr. Riderhour protested that,
Major Gabellz, in an attempt toi
have him watched, assigned an:
ofﬁcer to escort him last Friday -

witen he joined a line company’
: [near Ducpho. His escort \xa>
Licut. John Peterson, who
works in the information center -
at Ducpho, site of the Americal.
4 |fire support base named Bronco.
4.|0n the nizht before their de-
parture Mr. Ridenhour was!
warned by Licutenant Peterson
that he would have to listen:
during any conversation - be- ;
twee him and G.L's in the line:
company. 4

Shook OIf Escort :

When they “joined the line
company, however, about six
miles away from Ducpho Mr.
Ridenhour shook off the lieu-
tenant, Since the line company
did not move out on oparations,
the two men returned to Duc-
pho.

The presence of an officer is
considered by many corres-
pondents in Vietnam to be a
form of censorship. Enlisted
men, who often have diffcrent
version of how the war is go-
ing from the one given in offi-
cial briefings, do not often talk
freely when an officer is
listening.

There .are no fixed ruIes on
the question of escorts. The

)
I

-jual information officer in each
division. Corréspondznts are
not nommally accompanied in
the field when they request
otherwise, :

Mr. Ridenhour went to Chu-
lai and Ducpho for a series of
articles he is writing on front-
line mfantr}mcn for stpatch
News Service.

He was again assigned an’

Saturday he visited 2 base camp
called anonel near Chulai,
again on the orders of Major
Gabella. Mr. Ridenhour had
asked that he not be escorted.

“They certainly paid more
attention to me as a journalist
that I merited,” Mr. Rxdcnnour
said, with sarcasm.

He fo'u d thc nervousness

Ronald lhdnnnoux who to‘d

decision depends on the individ-’

of dcaths at “amrw Tt
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'r!e inquired,
howr's political;
iaffiliations «nd questioned wh*t;

for the

from Company 4 in the Ame u-i).,s motives were in v_rriunu thg
cal Division. Tts headquartersiyygiors.

are at Chulai. : i} Mr. Ridenhour, who was a'

soldier in Vietnam from De-
.cember, 1967, to December,
1868, was not present at the
pessacre, He knew some men
in the urit that was at Songmy
‘pecause they had trained to-

gether in Hawaii. Mr. Riden- .

nour heard of the massacre in
April, 1%8 He wrote a lefter
'and mailed 30 copies of it in
:March, 1989, from his home ini

Phoenix, Ariz. . l )

gt

officer to escort him \‘«h“'l on.




